We need to urgently prepare for an asteroid impact
By Sabrina Yang
Do you know what happens when an asteroid impacts Earth? When an impact event
happens, the enormous kinetic energy of the asteroid or meteorite - a massive body travelling at
high speed - is partly transferred to the Earth but largely converted into heat and sound, creating
pressure waves travelling radially outwards from its centre, similar to that of an atom bomb.
Asteroids with a 1 km (0.62 mi) diameter strike Earth every 500,000 years on average. Large
collisions - with 5 km (3 mi) objects - happen approximately once every twenty million years.
I think we need to urgently prepare for an asteroid impact because an asteroid impact
may cause a big disaster, it might lead to population reduction, and it might affect Earth’s
climate.
Firstly, we need to prepare for an asteroid impact because it may cause a big disaster. If
a large enough asteroid hits land, there would be a huge amount of dust thrown up into the
atmosphere, and a lot of buildings will crash. If it hits water, then there would be an increase in
water vapor in the atmosphere. This would result in an increase in rain, resulting in landslides
and mudslides. Therefore, we need to prepare for an asteroid impact.
Secondly, it might lead to mass population reduction. A study in 1994 found a 1 in
10,000 chance that the Earth will be hit by a large asteroid or comet with a diameter of about 2
km (1.2 mi) during the next century. This object would be capable of disrupting the ecosphere
and would kill a large fraction of the world’s population. If an asteroid or comet with the diameter
of about 5 km (3.1 mi) or more were to hit a large deep body of water or explode before hitting
the surface, there would still be an enormous amount of debris ejected into the atmosphere. It
has been proposed that an “impact winter” could lead to mass extinction, wiping out many of the
world’s existing species. It would cause heavy casualties. It might kill every human on Earth, like
the dinosaurs’ extinction event. We need to prepare for an asteroid impact because it might
cause serious casualties.

Lasty, it might affect Earth’s climate. Through research, if an asteroid were to strike land
or a shallow body of water, it would eject an enormous amount of dust, ash, and other material
into the atmosphere, blocking the radiation from the Sun. This would cause global temperatures
to decrease drastically. If some people were lucky not to die in the asteroid impact, they may still
die because of the changes in the Earth’s climate. Therefore, we need to prepare for an asteroid
impact.
In conclusion, an asteroid impact might happen in 2029, so we need to urgently prepare
for an asteroid impact, because an asteroid impact may cause a big disaster, it may lead to
mass population reduction and it might affect Earth’s climate.

Is India’s child police program helpful or harmful?
By Adrian Chiu
The child-police program is a program which requires children as young as five to work for the police force
if one of their parents has been killed. I believe that the child-police program is not beneficial because those
children are not being educated enough, working at such a young age is extremely dangerous, and they are
constantly being made fun of as well.
Firstly, the children who are part of the child police force are not being educated enough. Although they
do get to attend school every other day, they are still missing out on a lot of valuable information. You can learn a
lot in a single school day, but these children do not have a chance to learn like regular kids, and they would not be
able to learn as much. They do not even get to try to find a way to learn the things other students have learned on
that school day since they have limited resources. The worse thing is that every single lesson (of one subject) is
linked, and to actually learn about that particular subject, they will have to know about the things other kids
learned on the day they are working for the police force, but that is nearly impossible with their limited resources.
Also, most jobs would require workers to have lots of background information, and you can only get that
background information from education. Therefore, because these jobs keep kids from learning, they are a
negative influence for the children.
Secondly, working at such a young age can be potentially dangerous. Although the younger children will
only be assigned jobs such as serving tea and carrying files, travelling is the most dangerous part of the job. This
actually has something to do with my first point on education, since schools will normally teach you how to be
safe. These kids might have missed out on one of those lessons, which makes it harder for them to stay safe,
especially when taking any form of transportation. The article about the child-police program stated that nine
year- old Animesh (who works for the child police force) only has his mother left. His father actually passed away in
a train accident. If a grown man like his father died in a train accident, can you imagine how dangerous it would be
for kids? Also, when they grow up, they will actually have to go on missions, which is extremely dangerous as well.
Therefore, allowing children at such a young age to work can be extremely dangerous.
Finally, these kids are being made fun of. Being so young and having to work for the police force, these
kids will definitely be called names and made fun of just because they are poorer than normal kids. This will harm
the children mentally, and they probably would not have any confidence in themselves and they might eventually
give up on life. Going back to the example of nine year-old Animesh, he hates being a police officer because he is
constantly being called “child police” by his classmates and colleagues, which he dislikes a lot. Animesh hates going
to the office and says that he wants to go to school. As you can see, Animesh is being harmed mentally and he is
not as confident as well. Therefore, because of their jobs, these kids are actually being made fun of.

Some people might say that this program is actually beneficial for the community because it allows poorer
families to earn money. However, first of all, all family members including siblings and parents can help out as well
by being a part of the police force as well. This will result in the entire family earning more money and them being
able to afford the kids receiving education. Secondly, the government can also figure out an alternative way to
support these poorer families, instead of having kids do dangerous jobs. The government can help by convincing
the citizens to donate money in order to help these families.
To conclude, the cons of having the child-police program outweigh the pros, there are many alternative
ways that can help to support families in need, and these kids are forced by their parents to work. They miss out
on their valuable childhood and education, which is bad since education is a necessity if you want to succeed. Also,
these children are constantly being made fun of, causing their confidence to go down even more. Therefore, I
believe that the child police program is not beneficial.

Freedom of Press
By Tori Kim
Freedom of the press allows the press to access government information and share it
with the public. The press are reporters who use mass media such as TV and newspapers.
The threats journalists face are not necessarily all real, because if they are going into a
war zone, it doesn’t always mean that they will be in a place of high danger. Furthermore, if they
are trespassing on private grounds, a punishment to some extent is reasonable.
The consequences of a restricted press are not too great, as a restricted press is
preferable to a panicking public. It is also preferable to private information being exposed.
There are not many benefits to a non-restricted press. The press might take advantage
of opportunities to publicize sensitive information for their own political or financial gain.
Three solutions over delegation would agree to include arresting but fairly trying
reporters who violate privacy. We would also agree to giving reporters limited access to
government files.

